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SILK HOPE PLANTATION 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Thornhill Properties, as exclusive agent for the sale of Silk Hope Plantation, is pleased to present 

the following information describing this unique offering. 

 

Rarely does a property come on the market which embodies significant history, is sited on deep 

water with substantial and tasteful plantation improvements and a location that is convenient to 

downtown Charleston and the Charleston International Airport.  Silk Hope Plantation is such a 

place.  

 

 At the end of an unpretentious private avenue in Berkeley County lies Silk Hope’s 154± acres.  

Its pine woods, open pastures and old rice fields are located at the junction of Quinby Creek and 

the East Branch Cooper River which runs by Charleston, joins the Ashley River and forms the 

Atlantic Ocean.  It is located in the middle of the historic Cooper River plantation area.  The 

surrounding plantations on the east branch of the Cooper River include such noteworthy and 

historic names as Quinby, Middleburg, Halidon Hill, Blessing, Hyde Park, Hagan, Kensington, 

Bossis, Richmond, Cedar Hill, Bonneau Ferry, Longwood, Limerick and Camp Vere. 

 

Many of these plantations date back to the 1600’s when they were granted by the Lord 

Proprietors.  The history of these properties is inextricably woven with the fabric of colonial 

America.  They have seen the founding of the English colonies, the birth of a nation, the strife of 

the Civil War and ultimately their protection as nature and hunting preserves.  They have 

produced rice and indigo, manufactured bricks, grown trees and now serves as sanctuaries for 

indigenous and endangered species and as homes for families who enjoy historic country settings. 

Today, Silk Hope is improved with a newly built custom residence and extensive equestrian 

facilities which will be fully described in later sections of this brochure. 



HISTORY 
 
Silk Hope is fortunate to have been owned by people who obviously have cared for and loved the 

land.  Its beautiful woodlands, majestic oak trees and location on deep water have all been 

preserved for their inherent beauty and vistas.  This is in stark contrast to many other areas that 

have been heavily timbered or carved up for high density developments. 

 

The first inhabitants recorded on Silk Hope were Indians who inhabited the South Carolina 

Lowcountry as far back as 10,000 B.C.  Although these people have long since left the area, their 

mark on the land is still remembered by the names which we use to describe their earlier 

presence. 

 

Many different bands of Indians existed in the area and through a very loose relationship they 

were most probably all tied to the Muskhogean and Siouan tribes.  The natural resources of the 

coastal areas of the South Carolina Lowcountry were so abundant that small bands of Indian 

tribes could exist comfortably by fishing, hunting, gathering and farming.  The land and water 

sustained the different tribes, making it unnecessary for larger groups to band together for 

survival as they did in other areas.  At one time over 50,000 Indians lived along the coast.  They 

migrated between the coast during the summer and 60 to 90 miles inland during the winter.  Little 

evidence is left of their impact on the land with the exception of arrowheads, pottery and 

mysterious ring-shaped shell mounds referred to as shell middens, found on some of the barrier 

islands. 

 

The white man’s intrusion into the Indian’s world came in the 1500’s as the river system around 

Silk Hope was utilized by fur traders.  At first the Indian tribes at Silk Hope were friendly and 

hospitable.  Unfortunately, these same positive character traits led to the exploitation and 

enslavement of many tribes.  By the late 1600’s, most had surrendered their claims to land that 



they had inhabited for thousands of years.  Their disappearance was accelerated by introduced 

diseases and battles with increasing numbers of white men.  By the mid-1700’s, most of the 

Indians were driven out of the area. 

 

Silk Hope, like other properties, was soon the focus of very competitive settlement by Europeans.  

The first to arrive were the Spanish who fought with the British for control of the area.  The 

British were soon in control and by the late 1600’s and early 1700’s they had established several 

colonies in the Lowcountry.  Industry soon developed based on exported deer skins and the 

production of naval stores such as pitch, tar and fine lumber, which were in great demand in 

Europe. 

 

Each plantation operated as a separate community, and during the one hundred year span from 

1750 to 1850, most of the South Carolina Lowcountry was under the control of a few large 

landowners.  Rice cultivation provided wealth unknown to the area and the planters became the 

dominant social class.  At one time over 150,000 acres of the South Carolina Lowcountry was 

planted in rice with less emphasis given to other crops such as indigo and cotton.  The Cooper 

River was widely used for transportation by ferries and barges to Charleston and beyond. 

 

The Civil War eroded the economic stability of the South and the plantation system changed 

forever.  After undergoing a bleak period during the Reconstruction Era, the plantations sparked 

to life again because of their reputation for plentiful game and wild beauty.  Wealthy 

industrialists, primarily from the North, purchased many of these properties and improved them 

considerably for sporting retreats.  The Cooper River area is a shining example of Lowcountry 

plantations that have been well managed and preserved for their natural beauty and wildlife. 

 

Silk Hope had as early owners, the Manigault family of Charleston.  It later became part of the 

vast holding of Nathaniel Heyward, who was one of the wealthiest planters in South Carolina.  

Charles Manigault (1775-1874) was born in Charleston and educated in Pennsylvania.  After 



extensive travels, he returned to Charleston and married a second cousin, Elizabeth Heyward, a 

niece of Nathaniel Heyward.  In 1827, he re-acquired the family estate of Silk Hope Plantation.  

One of his sons, Gabriel Edward Manigault, graduated from the Medical College of South 

Carolina in 1854, but never practiced medicine.  Sometime shortly after, he took over the 

management of Silk Hope.  The Manigault family still has a strong presence in Charleston 

owning the local newspaper as well as papers and TV stations across the country.  The family still 

has considerable land holdings and over the years have been outstanding stewards and protectors 

of the land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESIDENCE 
 
The residence at Silk Hope was completed in 1994 and totals approximately 6,100 heated square 

feet in a three and a half story Lowcountry style plantation house. With over 1,800 square feet of 

porches, decks and a two car garage (700 square feet). 

 

The residence has six bedrooms, five full baths and a powder room.  Many unique features 

include the spectacular living room with 18 foot ceilings and old heart pine flooring with 10 plus 

inches in width.  Two large fireplaces insure cozy days and nights in the winter while a four zone 

high efficiency heating and air conditioning system provides year round temperature control.  

Ceiling fans have been installed throughout the house as well as solar window tinting. 

 

The main living area includes foyer, living room (16’  x 27’ ), formal dining room (12’  x 20’ ), den 

leading into a sunroom which overlooks multi level decks and pool.  The completely equipped 

kitchen has a center island, a separate wet bar and an eating area.  The master bedroom (16’  x 17’ ) 

and bath with double vanity, separate shower and jacuzzi are also on this floor.  Laundry room 

and powder room complete the main living area.  The third floor has three bedrooms and two full 

baths.  An additional bedroom (16’  x 30’ ) and bath are on the top floor.  An enclosed porch across 

the rear of the house opens onto extensive decks overlooking the heated 50’ x 25’  disappearing 

edge swimming pool and the river.  The pool features a hot tub which can be heated 

independently of the pool.  There is also a seven foot therapeutic hot tub located on one of the 

decks. 

 

On the ground floor, there is a second full kitchen and a recreation room (16’ x 34’) with a large 

fireplace.  The ground floor also includes one bedroom and bath as well as a gun room, 2 car 

garage and storage areas.  An additional bath serves the pool area. 

 



The dock is a short distance from the house and has a large 10’  x 70’  floating dock with water and 

electricity, as well as a covered seating area.  The water depth at the dock is 12 feet at low tide.  

The tidal range in this part of the river is approximately 3.5’ and the water is fresh.  The causeway 

to the dock is an old railway bed and the original pilings of the dock along side are still visible.  

Barges were loaded here for transport of goods to and from Charleston.  A boat ramp is located 

next to the dock for launching small boats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Li v i n g R oom  



D i n i n g A r ea/ K i t chen  



Bedr oom -Si t t i n g A r ea 



R ecr eat i on  an d 
F i r st  F loor  K i t chen  



EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES 
 
The barn and other utility buildings are located close to the house and include a 37’ x 72’  center 

aisle horse barn that provides eight 12’  x 12’  stalls with individual automatic waters.  The barn 

includes a separate wash area with hot and cold water and a heated/air conditioned tack room. 

 

The barn also includes a two story 720 square foot apartment with full kitchen and bath.  The 

apartment has 250 square feet of screened porch and 600 square feet of multi level decking 

overlooking the river.  Next to the stable, there is a 20’ x 36’ shop utility building with a 6’  x 36’  

shed on one side and 14’ x 36’ shed on the other.  This building has garage doors with electric 

openers at each end and provides boat and equipment storage as well as shop area.  An adjacent 

12’  x 20’  shed can be used as storage or shop annex.  Next to the barn is a 24’  x 20’  hay/shaving 

shed which can hold 300 bales of hay and 20 cubic yards of shavings. 

 

Six fenced paddocks are part of the stable complex.  A 125’  x 250’  fenced clay/sand based riding 

ring is a short distance from the barn.  In the same area, there is a 20 meter x 60 meter dressage 

arena with clay/limestone base and sand surface.  Both rings are equipped with full coverage 

sprinkler systems.   

 

A 3,000 meter cross country course meanders through the property.  The cross country includes a 

water complex, extensive bank complex, ditches and bridge.  Multi level obstacles are distributed 

throughout the course.  A 300’ x 250’ open stadium arena includes an irrigation system to 

promote excellent grassy footing.  A one mile gallop path with conditioned footing flows through 

the property.  A remote area with electricity and water provides site for expansion of permanent 

facilities or temporary stabling. 

 

 







LAND USE 
 
Silk Hope’s 154 acres include 121 acres of high land and 33 acres of fresh water wetlands that 

were former rice fields along the river.  Most of the land is open pasture land surrounded by 

woods on the rear portion and overlooking the river in the residence area.  There are four ponds 

on the property that are stocked with largemouth bass and bream and one includes a fishing dock.  

The ponds and the river, which is renowned for its bass, crappie, bream, and striped bass, provide 

excellent fishing.  The property has extensive professionally designed and installed landscaping 

with a full coverage irrigation system.  Four deep wells supply water for the plantation. 

 

The area abounds with deer and wild turkey and with the land already cleared, wildlife food plots,  

dove fields, and quail hunting areas could very easily be established.  Fields that could be 

enclosed by a small dike, planted for ducks and flooded during the winter could readily be done. 

 

The property is located 21 miles from the junction of I-526 and US Highway 17 in Mount 

Pleasant and is an easy 40 minute drive to Charleston or the airport.  The trip by water from the 

plantation to historic Charleston is approximately 33 miles and is like a trip through time, from 

the upper reaches of the river, meandering through old rice fields and plantations, through the 

busy port with giant container ships and ends in historic downtown Charleston. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 



 



 



SUMMARY 
 

In today’s changing world it is rare to find a parcel of land that is in the middle of such an area of 

similar large properties.  Silk Hope is adjacent to the Francis Marion National Forest.  The forest 

includes the property across the paved road as well as a good portion of the land along State Road 

41 on the way to the plantation. 
 

Silk Hope Plantation embodies historical significance, an excellent location, deep water access, 

new tasteful custom built improvements and recreational aspects of an equestrian and sporting 

estate.  Four plantations in the immediate area have regulation polo fields and games are 

frequently scheduled. 

 

With the creation of the East Branch Plantation Owners Association in January 1992, a formal 

initiative to preserve the East Branch for further generations was begun.  A number of properties 

in the area have been protected by their owners placing conservation easements on them.  The tax 

advantages to the donor are important and provide rewards for the owner who puts the protection 

in place, but far more important are the rewards for generations to come, which will have a 

chance to see the unspoiled beauty of the region. 
 

 

 

Offered for  $2,850,000 
Shown by appointment only 

 
 
Thornhill Properties, LLC     Ned Thornhill  Frank Thornhill 
14 Moore Drive       843-559-9721    Home 843-556-6295 
Charleston, SC  29407      843-709-4367     Cell     843-224-7997 
(843) 556-8885       
www.Thornhillpropertiesllc.com 
      
 

This material is based upon information which we consider reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is 
accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such, this offering is subject to error, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without 
notice. 
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